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then, our plan succeed, the glory will be given, first to
God, then to "Vbur Majesty who, over and above the
thousand blessings that you will receive from heaven
as a reward for so many souls who have thus been
brought to the everlasting Kingdom, will receive this
gift: your name will be immortalized because of that
action."

No enterprise could be more worthy of the
sovereign than "laying the foundations of a perpetual
edifice, for the glory of God and for the renown of the
French people." For Champlain, and it is important
to underline this, that justice be done to his work,
neither dissociated his nationality from his religion nor
sacrificed his Christian duties to his responsibilities as
an administrator. Since his primary purpose was to
lead these savage people to the knowledge of God, he
intended to do it in such a way that with the French
language they might receive also "a French heart and
a French courage which will have for its main purpose,
after the fear of God, the desire to serve the King."

There were still the ship-owners to be reckoned
with. At the beginning, at least, these were for the
most part Protestants. They were bitterly opposed to
Champlain's plans, the more fiercely because of the
exclusion of which the Huguenots were the victims.
But, since it was the King who granted privileges
especially the monopoly of trade, to the companies, the
ship-owners were forced to content themselves with a
contract, that they did not always observe in all its
clauses, to transport missionaries to New France, to
provide for their subsistence there, and to facilitate
their task by every means.

The first priests to take advantage of the favour-